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ACTION AE- 10 

INEO OCT-OI ISO-00 EB-07 COME-00 PM-04 CIAE-00 INR-07 
NSAE-00 DODE-00 MC-02 ACDA-07 AID-05 IGA-02 /045 W 

250829Z 034557/12 

R 250745Z MAY 77 
PM AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 8468 

CONPIDENTIAL NAIROBI 6482 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: MASS, KE 

SUBJECT: VISIT OP NORTHROP REPRESENTATIVE 
REF: (A) STATE 108946, (B) NAIROBI 6118 

1. NORTHROP REP DONALD CRANE VISITED EMBASSY MAY 23 AND 
PRESENTED COST AND DELIVERY TIME ESTIMATES FOR POSSIBLE KENYAN 
PURCHASE OP 6 ADDITIONAL P-5 AIRCRAFT. HE INDICATED THAT HE 

HAD PREPARED THESE ESTIMATES TO RESPOND TO EMBASSY EXPRESSION 
OP INTEREST TO USAP OPFICER WHO ATTENDED APRIL PRODUCTION/ 

SUPPORT REVIEW IN NAIROBI (SEE REF B FOR GENESIS OF THIS INQUIRY). 

WE THANKED CRANE POR INPORMATION, TOLD HIM THAT USAP OPFICER 
CONCERNED HAD PURSUED THIS QUESTION PURTHER THAN WE ANTICIPATED, 
AND MADE IT CLEAR THAT WE HAD RECEIVED NO PORMAL REQUEST FROM 
KENYA GOVERNMENT. 

2. CRANE MET LATER ON MAY 23 WITH COMMANDER OP KENYA AIR 
PORCE TO DISCUSS VARIOUS ONGOING BUSINESS. IN COURSE OF THIS 
MEETING, HE INFORMED KAP COMMANDER THAT NORTHROP ANTICIPATED 
WHAT HE CALLED A "NEW BASELINE CONPIGURATION" FOR THE P-5E AND 
P-5P IN ABOUT 1980. THIS WOULD MAKE PLANES DELIVERED 

IN 1980 AND LATER SOMEWHAT DIPPERENT IN CERTAIN OP 
THEIR COMPONENTS FROM PLANES KAP HAS ALREADY BOUGHT. 

CRANE POINTED OUT THAT IP KENYA CONTEMPLATED ACQUIRING 
ADDITIONAL PLANES, IT WOULD BE ADVISABLE TO ACT WITHIN 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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THE NEXT SEVERAL MONTHS IN ORDER TO GET ONE OP THE 
CURRENT MODELS. 

3. KAP COMMANDER, ACCORDING TO CRANE (EMBOPP NOT 
PRESENT), SAID KAP HAD ALWAYS HOPED TO HAVE SQUADRON 
CONSISTING OF 18 PLANES RATHER THAN 12, BUT BECAUSE OP 
FINANCIAL CONSTRAINTS HE WAS NOT CURRENTLY IN A 
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POSITION TO MAKE ANY FURTHER COMMITMENTS. HE LEFT THE 
IMPRESSION, HOWEVER, THAT HE WAS LOBBYING WITHIN HIS 
GOVERNMENT FOR ADDITIONAL PLANES. 

LINDSTROM 
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